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RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF 
NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT (37 C.F.R. 1.1 2tt 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

This is in response to a Notice of Non^compliant Amendment (37 C.F.R. 1.121) mailed 
June 13, 2001 (copy enclosed) in which the Patent Office indicated that the above-identified 
application failed to comply with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1.121. 

REMARKS 

Applicants wish to thank Examiner N. Davis for the courteous assistance exhibited in a 
telephonic interview with the Applicants' representative on July 17, 2001, during which she 
clarified that the filing date of the amendment referred to in the Notice ("amendment filed on 5- 
4-01 ") was intended to refer to the filing date of the above-identified application. The Patent 
Office is reminded that 03 May 2001 is the filing date only for purposes of 35 USC § 1 02(e), and 
that the filing date for all other purposes is 07 June 1999, the filing date of the international 
application. Examiner N. Davis further explained that the Notice was issued because the 
Preliminary Amendment filed on December 8, 2000 and Second Preliminary Amendment filed 
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on January 12, 2001 in the above-identified application were considered non-co J^PalmSill^ 
they were not submitted in the format required under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 2 1 , as amended on September . 
8, 2000. 

The Applicants respectfully submit that the Notice was issued in error. According to 65 
Federal Register 54603 of September 8, 2000, amendments in compliance with former §1.121 
were accepted until March 1, 2001. After that date, amendments must comply with revised 
§1.121. Since mandatory compliance with the revised rule was not required until March 1 , 2001 , 
the Preliminary Amendment filed on December 8, 2000 and Second Preliminary Amendment 
filed on January 12, 2001 in the above-identified application have been properly submitted. 
There is no Patent Office rule requiring the amendments that have been filed in this case to be 
submitted in the revised format. 

This Response has been submitted after the one month time limit (July 13, 2001) due to 
the delayed time caused by difficulties Examiner Davis encountered in locating the file of the 
above-identified application in order to respond to our request for clarification regarding the 
amendment referenced in the Notice (It was not possible to respond to the Notice pertaining to 
"The amendment filed on 5-4-01" when no amendment was filed on that date.). However, as 
explained above, the Patent Office rules do not require any further action for the two Preliminary 
Amendments to be entered and considered. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARSHALL, O'TOOLE, GERSTEJJSf, 

MURRAY & BORUN 
6300 Sears Tower 
233 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
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David A. Gass 
Reg. No. 38,153 
Attorney for Applicants 
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